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free market forces are in retreat. 
That is why the success of the Uruguay 

round trade talks is critical. Along with 
other nations, Japan and the United States 
must assume strong leadership roles in 
knocking down barriers to free trade in all 
areas, including agriculture. And once 
again, I call on the U.S. Congress to take 
decisive action, send a clear signal that 
America stands for free trade by extending 
Fast Track procedures. 

Trade is just one dimension of our rela-
tionship. Last year, our two nations marked 
the 30th anniversary of our Mutual Security 
Treaty. Our commitment to common de-
fense has never been stronger, and yet here, 
too, our longstanding alliance continues to 
adjust to new challenges and new realities. 
Just this January, in keeping with its grow-
ing economic might, Japan agreed to in-
crease its share of the costs as host nation 
to American forces. 

Let me be clear: The United States wel-
comes the broadest possible participation 
by Japan in world affairs. In the past year, 
we’ve seen a significant easing of tensions 
in Europe. I call on Japan to join with us 
in seeking solutions to regional conflicts that 
threaten stability in the Pacific. And I thank 

Japan as a key member of the coalition that 
triumphed over the forces of aggression in 
the Persian Gulf. For the first time, Japan 
contributed to a multinational peacekeeping 
effort, and it is providing a substantial level 
of financial support for Operation Desert 
Storm. 

I welcome the visit of Prime Minister 
Kaifu. We must do all we can to build public 
support for our relationship and to promote 
contacts of every kind between the Amer-
ican and Japanese people. Just this last year, 
Japan’s distinguished former Foreign Min-
ister Abe announced the creation of a new 
foundation to promote exchanges that bring 
together academics and artists, that encour-
age tourism and travel. 

For more than 40 years, Japan and the 
United States have been partners—partners 
in democracy, partners in prosperity, part-
ners in peace. I am convinced that our 
meeting today proves that this partnership 
remains strong, that together we will con-
stitute a source of stability, now and into 
the next century. 

Note: The statement referred to Prime Min-
ister Toshiki Kaifu and former Foreign Min-
ister Shintaro Abe of Japan. 

Statement on Aid to Iraqi Refugees 
April 5, 1991 

The human tragedy unfolding in and 
around Iraq demands immediate action on 
a massive scale. At stake are not only the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of innocent 
men, women, and children but the peace 
and security of the Gulf. 

Since the beginning of the Gulf war on 
August 2, the United States has contributed 
more than $35 million for refugees and dis-
placed persons in the region. Many other 
countries have also contributed. It is clear, 
however, that the current tragedy requires 
a far greater effort. As a result, I have di-
rected a major new effort be undertaken 
to assist Iraqi refugees. 

Beginning this Sunday, U.S. Air Force 
transport planes will fly over northern Iraq 

and drop supplies of food, blankets, cloth-
ing, tents, and other relief-related items for 
refugees and other Iraqi civilians suffering 
as a result of the situation there. 

I want to emphasize that this effort is 
prompted only by humanitarian concerns. 
We expect the Government of Iraq to per-
mit this effort to be carried out without 
any interference. 

I want to add that what we are planning 
to do is intended as a step-up in immediate 
aid, such as is also being provided by the 
British, the French, and other coalition 
partners. We will be consulting with the 
United Nations on how it can best provide 
for the many refugees in and around Iraq 
on a longterm basis as necessary. We will 
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continue consulting with our coalition part-
ners in this and in other efforts designed 
to alleviate the plight of the many innocent 
Iraqis whose lives have been endangered 
by the brutal and inhumane actions of the 
Iraqi government. 

I also want to add that this urgent air 
drop is but one of several steps the United 
States is taking to deal with this terrible 
situation. I will shortly be signing an order 
that will authorize up to $10 million from 
the Emergency Refugee and Migration As-
sistance Fund. These funds will help meet 
the needs of the burgeoning refugee popu-
lation in the region. Our military forces in 
southern Iraq will continue to assist refu-
gees and displaced persons. We are also 
providing considerable economic and food 
assistance to the Government of Turkey, 
to help it sustain the many refugees who 
have taken refuge there. We are prepared 
as well to deploy a U.S. military medical 
unit to the border area in southern Turkey 
to meet emergency needs. 

The United States is also concerned about 
the welfare of those Iraqi refugees now flee-
ing to Iran. We will be communicating, 
through our established channel, to the 

Government of Iran our willingness to en-
courage and contribute to international or-
ganizations carrying out relief efforts aiding 
these individuals. 

In an effort to help innocent people, and 
especially the children of Iraq, we will be 
donating $869,000 to UNICEF for child 
immunizations in Iraq. We will also be pro-
viding a further $131,000 and 1,000 tons 
of food to the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC). In all cases, funds 
and goods provided to international organi-
zations will be distributed by the organiza-
tions themselves to civilian in Iraq. 

Finally, I have asked Secretary Baker to 
travel to Turkey, en route to the Middle 
East, to meet with President O

¨
zal and visit 

the border area to assess the refugee situa-
tion and report back to me. 

Note: The statement referred to Secretary 
of State James A. Baker III and President 
Turgut O

¨
zal of Turkey. Presidential Deter-

minations 91–26 and 91–27 of April 6 con-
cerning assistance to refugees in the Persian 
Gulf region were printed in the ‘‘Federal 
Register’’ of April 23. 

Remarks at a Meeting With Hispanic Business Leaders and an 
Exchange With Reporters in Newport Beach, California 
April 5, 1991 

The President. Is this it? A modest turn-
out. [Laughter] First, I want to thank every-
body for coming here because the impor-
tance that I place on this Fast Track negoti-
ating authority is critical, a highest priority. 
I look around this room and I see many 
who know of my interest in and have been 
terribly supportive in strengthening a rela-
tionship with Mexico. Mexico is in the big 
middle of this, and so is our free trade 
with the Europeans. The Uruguay round 
relies on our getting Fast Track authority. 

So, I’m glad to see so many of you again. 
And what I wanted to do on this point, 
this business point, is to encourage your 
strong support to the Members of the Con-
gress for Fast Track negotiating authority. 

And if we get it, I believe we can get a 
free-trade agreement with Mexico. I think 
it will be good for the United States of 
America, I think it will be good for jobs 
in this country, and I think it will be darn 
good for Mexico as well. 

We’re starting down that free-trading 
hemisphere, which is a wonderful concept. 
Those that worry about loss of jobs, they 
don’t need—take a look at history. When 
you get this kind of an agreement, it ex-
pands job opportunities. And in this case, 
it also strengthens a friend, President Sali-
nas of Mexico, who’s seen on his end rela-
tions between Mexico and the United States 
have never been better. They really have 
never been better. So, that’s one point. 
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